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" I am not anxious that he should be eliminated. But
the Government, in its present form, cannot last,"
In the course of the evening I had to see Jean Chiappe.
I had left him with Pierre Laval, who said to him: " I
was upset by Bois' article. I know very well that one
cannot modify the main lines of his policy, but I was
anxious that he should not get any mistaken ideas about
my action."
From the words I had just heard I took away several
impressions. According to the first, in my view the most
important, Pierre Laval, in his customary masterly manner,
was manoeuvring in every direction in order to put himself
in a position to be the man of the situation, whatever situa-
tion might present itself. Secondly, Pierre Laval would
offer no very long resistance, should M. Daladier wish to
compromise with him. He would regard it as a gain
which should not be allowed to escape him. In the third
place M. Daladier would have more than ever to watch
over the gain, for M. Laval was not a jouster whose lance
could be treated with contempt. For some time past he
had been giving proof that he had lost nothing of the art
of slipping into oblivion following a political mishap, of
lying low and seizing the opportune moment to make an
abrupt reappearance like a Jack-in-the-box. Capable of
adapting his personal propaganda to all circles in which
he had old comrades and people ready to oblige him for
services rendered to them during the course of his long
career, skilled in using to his purpose the good humour
which disarms, the argument ad hominem which flatters
or interests, and the suggestion which holds promises, no
one knew better than he how to give to the different
people, separately tackled, with whom he conversed, the
impression that they could count on him and that he was
in agreement with them.
His range extended from the C.G.T.* to the extreme
Right, from Paul Faure to La Rocque, by way of Fernand
* General Confederation of Labour.